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Abstract 

The Terry Helgesen Collection contains 26 oversize scrapbooks, some correspondence, several draft chapters 

of a book on theatres, and an oil painting of a young Terry Helgesen.  The scrapbooks consist of photographs 

and drawings of theatres collected by THS member Terry Helgesen with his descriptions of the theatres and 

other information such as number of seats, architect, opening and closing dates, renovation and demolition 

dates, and other notable facts.   

 

Background Information 

Terry Helgesen (1914-1995) was a pianist who played on stage in the waning days of presentation houses (a 

short stage show followed by a movie) as well as in nightclubs.  Terry was also a THS Founding member and 

the 1979 Member of the Year.  He was born in Seattle, WA but his family moved to Santa Barbara, CA when 

he was still very young.  He was tutored in piano by Roger Clerbois and Joseph Hoffman, among others.  Terry 

entered vaudeville (variety entertainment with a mixture of comedy, song and dance) in a “tyke” act called 

“Terry and Ty” with Terry playing a miniature piano and Ty doing a quick-step.  Though Terry started as part 

of an act, he later changed to accompaniment and played on the Orpheum, Fanchon & Marco and Publix 

circuits.  During his travels he sought out newspapers and photographers who had images of theatres which he 

purchased and assembled into scrapbooks.  Terry retired to Hollywood, but still entertained guests by playing 

the piano given to him by Cole Porter.  He died in Vista, CA on July 30, 1995.  His scrapbooks were donated to 

Theatre Historical Society after his death.   

 

Scope and Contents Note 

This collection required disassembly of the scrapbooks so that the pages could be housed in archival boxes (36 

boxes).  The pages are interleaved with acid free tissue paper due to the acidic quality of the scrapbook pages.  

Still, many pages have continued to deteriorate and have begun to crumble.  Additionally, many of the 

photographs are pasted onto the acidic paper.  As the adhesive fails, the glue is replaced with archival photo 

corners.  The collection (as organized by Terry Helgesen) is organized in three different ways; by 

architect/designer (Books 1-12), location (Books 13-25), and by type of theatre (Book 26).  

 

Related Materials 

 

Researchers interested in this collection may also wish to consult the following resources in the Theatre 

Historical Society holdings: 
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Bill Peterson Scrapbook Collection 

 

Other materials in the Theatre Historical Society holdings may relate to the topics in this archive. 

Consult the archivist for further research assistance. 
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Blank 330 

WA-Spokane-Fox Theatre 331-352 

MD-Baltimore-Parkway Theatre 353-354 
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MN-Minneapolis-State Theatre 435-439 

MN-Minneapolis-Orpheum Theatre 441-448 

GA-Atlanta-Howard Theatre (Paramount) 449-460 
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NY-NYC-Manhattan-Wallach’s Theatre 5-6 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Daly’s Theatre 7-9 

Blank 10 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Casino Theatre 11-30 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Broadway Theatre 31-32 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Garrick/Harrigan’s Theatre 33-34 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Carnegie Hall 35-46 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Empire Theatre 47-72 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-American Theatre 73-78 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Fifth Ave Theatre 79-84 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Irving Place Theatre 85-92 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Koster & Bial’s Theatre 93-94 
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NY-NYC-Manhattan-Abby’s/Knickerbocker Theatre 95-98 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Hammerstein’s Olympia/New York/Old Criterion Theatre 99-120 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Hammerstein’s Victoria Theatre 121-124 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Hammerstein’s Republic/Belasco/Victory/New Victory Theatre 125-140 

Missing 141-142 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Cosmopolitan Theatre 143-152 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Lyric Theatre 153-156 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Hudson Theatre 157-160 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-New Amsterdam Theatre (includes Roof Theatre) 161-212 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Lyceum Theatre 213-222 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Liberty Theatre 223-226 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Lew Field’s/Hackett/Harris/Wallach’s/Anco Theatre 227-230 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Hippodrome Theatre 231-252 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Stuyvesant/Belasco Theatre 253-256 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-New German/Lenox Theatre 257-258 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Maxine Elliott Theatre 259-270 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Gaiety/Fulton Theatre 271-274 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Comedy Theatre 275-276 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-New/Century Theatre 277-304 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Columbia Theatre 305-308 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Globe/Lunt-Fontanne Theatre 309-326 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Nazimova’s Theatre 327-328 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-George M. Cohan Theatre 329-331 

Blank 332 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Wintergarden Theatre 333-344 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Brady’s Playhouse Theatre 345-346 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Folies Bergere/Fulton/Helen Hayes Theatre 347-353 

Blank 354 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Little Theatre 355-362 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Eltinge/Empire Theatre 363-364 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-44th St Theatre 365-371 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-44th St Roof/Nora Bayes Theatre 372 

Missing 373-374 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Cort Theatre 375-378 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Palace Theatre 379-392 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Longacre Theatre 393-394 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Shubert Theatre 395-397 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Booth Theatre 398-406 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Candler/Harris Theatre 407-408 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Morosco Theatre 409-410 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Bijou Theatre 411-412 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Broadhurst Theatre 413-416 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Plymouth Theatre 417-418 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Belmont/Morworth Theatre 419-420 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Henry Miller’s Theatre 421-428 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Central Theatre 429-430 
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NY-NYC-Manhattan-Selwyn Theatre 431-434 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Times Square Theatre 435-438 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Apollo Theatre 439-446 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Town Hall Theatre 447-456 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Ambassador Theatre 457-460 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Klaw/Avon Theatre 461-466 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Ritz Theatre 467-469 

Blank 470 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Nation/Billy Rose/Nederlander Theatre 471-472 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Music Box Theatre 473-488 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-49th St Theatre 489-490 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Earl Carroll Theatre 491-494 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Imperial Theatre 495-502 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Martin Beck Theatre 503-514 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-46th St Theatre 515-518 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Broadway/Moss’ Colony Theatre 519-526 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Guild/Anta Theatre 527-536 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Mecca Temple/City Center Theatre 537-540 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Forest/Eugene o’Neil Theatre 541-542 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Biltmore Theatre 543-544 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Mansfield/Brooks Atkinson Theatre 545-546 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Royale Theatre 547-549 

Blank 550 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Ziegfeld Theatre 551-566 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Golden Theatre 567-568 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Majestic Theatre 569-574 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Erlanger/St. James Theatre 575-580 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Gallo/Studio 54 Theatre 581-587 

Blank 588 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Hammerstein’s/Ed Sullivan/Letterman Theatre 589-595 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Alvin Theatre 596-601 

Blank 602 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Craig/Adelphi/George Abbott Theatre 603-604 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Barrymore Theatre 605-606 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Warner’s Hollywood/Mark Hellinger Theatre 607-622 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-New Earl Carroll Theatre 623-642 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Philharmonic Hall  643-646 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Vinvian Beaumont Theatre 647-650 

  

Book 24 – New York City Movie and Vaudeville Theatres Page # 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Colonial Theatre 1-6 

NY-NYC-Brooklyn-Bushwick Theatre 7-8 

NY-NYC-Brooklyn-Alhambra Theatre 9-10 

NY-NYC-Brooklyn-Brevoort Theatre 11-12 

NY-NYC-Bronx-Fordham Theatre 13-18 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Coliseum Theatre 19-22 
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NY-NYC-Manhattan-Cameo/Bryant Theatre 23-25 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Piccadilly/Warner's Theatre 26-31 

Blank 32 

NY-NYC-Brooklyn-Coney Island Theatre (Loew’s) 33-36 

NY-NYC-Brooklyn-Kenmore Theatre 37-40  

NY-NYC-Bronx-Grand Theatre 41-44 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Roxy Theatre 45-92 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Embassy Theatre 93-94 

NY-NYC-Bronx-Chester Theatre 95-96 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Madison Theatre 97-100 

NY-NYC-Staten Island-St. George Theatre 101-113 

Blank 114 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Beacon Theatre 115-130 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Mayfair Theatre (DeMille) 131-136 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Radio City Music Hall 137-194 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Roxy/Center/Orpheum Theatre 195-224 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Pix Theatre 225-232 

  

Book 25 – Seattle, Washington Theatres Page # 

WA-Seattle-Moore Theatre  1-9  

Blank 10 

WA-Seattle-Orpheum Theatre (First) 11-17 

Blank 18 

WA-Seattle-Palace/Majestic Theatre  19-22 

WA-Seattle-Metropolitan Theatre  23-34 

WA-Seattle-Clemmer Theatre  35-36 

WA-Seattle-Liberty Theatre  37-40 

WA-Seattle-Pantages Theatre  41-62 

WA-Seattle-Coliseum Theatre  63-92 

WA-Seattle-Fifth Ave Theatre  93-140 

WA-Seattle-Orpheum Theatre (Second) 141-158 

WA-Seattle-Paramount Theatre  159-204 

WA-Seattle-Fox/Mayflower/7th Ave/Music Hall Theatre  205-252 

  

Book 26 – Opera Houses Page # 

Italy-Naples-San Carlo Opera House 1-5 

Blank 6 

Germany-Bayreuth-Royal Opera House 7-8 

Germany-Munich-Residenz Theatre 9-12 

France-Versailles-L’Opera Royale 13-16 

Italy-Milan-La Scala Opera House 17-22 

Italy-Venice-La Fenice Opera House 23-26 

Germany-Munich-National Theatre 27-33 

Blank 34 

Italy-Genoa-Carlo Felice 35-62 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Academy of Music 63-72 
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PA-Philadelphia-Academy of Music 73-80 

England-London-Covent Garden Opera House 81-88 

LA-New Orleans-French Opera House 89-92 

Spain-Barcelona-Teatro Del Licio 93-100 

Mexico-Guadalajara-Teatro Degollado 101-106 

Austria-Vienna-Opera House 107-118 

France-Paris-L’Opera 119-140 

CO-Central City-Opera House 141-142 

Monaco-Monte Carlo-Opera House 143-150 

Italy-Rome-Opera House 151-156 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Metropolitan Opera House (old) 157-170 

Austria-Vienna-Burg Theatre 171-174 

IL-Chicago-Auditorium Theatre 175-188 

Brazil-Manaus-Teatro Amazonas 189-194 

DC-Washington-La Fayette Square Opera House 195-198 

Mexico-Guanajuato-Teatro Juarez 199-206 

CO-Denver-Tabor Grand Opera House 207-213 

Blank 214 

England-London-Coliseum Theatre 215-220 

CA-Los Angeles-Auditorium Theatre 221-241 

Blank 242 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Manhattan Opera House 243-252 

Argentina-Bueno Aires-Teatro Colon 253-260 

NY-NYC-Brooklyn-Academy of Music 261-270 

PA-Philadelphia-Hammerstein’s Opera House 271-282 

MA-Boston-Opera House 283-288 

England-London-Hammerstein’s London Opera House 289-292 

CA-Los Angeles-Shrine Auditorium 293-314 

IL-Chicago-Civic Opera House 315-330 

CA-San Francisco-San Francisco Civic Center 331-332 

CA-San Francisco-San Francisco Opera House 333-356 

Mexico-Mexico City-Palacio del Bellas Artes 357-364 

Canada-BC-Vancouver-Queen Elizabeth Theatre 365-374 

WA-Seattle-Seattle Opera House 375-382 

WA-Seattle-Civic Auditorium 383-388 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-State Theatre (Lincoln Center) 389-396 

HI-Honolulu-Municipal Auditorium 397-401 

Blank 402 

AZ-Tempe-Grady Gammage Memorial Auditorium 403-407 

Blank 408 

CA-Los Angeles-Pavilion Theatre (Dorothy Chandler) 409-432 

CA-San Diego-Arts Center 433-442 

NY-NYC-Manhattan-Metropolitan Opera House (Lincoln Center) 443-458 

OH-Cincinnati-Music Hall 459-462 

WA-Spokane-Washington Ste Pavilion 463-470 
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